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bot describes with unction the sudden conversion by
a secular priest, Messire Jessé Fléché, of old Chief
Membertou and twenty other Micmacs, and their
formal baptism on the beach at Port Royal. The
object is, of course, to ward off the threatened inva-
sion of New France by the Jesuits, by showing how
thoroughly the work of proselyting is being carried
forward without their aid.

II. By the same ship which, in the hands of Pou-
trincourt’s son, Biencourt, carries to France this ingen-
ious document, one Bertrand, a Huguenot layman,
sends a message to his friend, the Sieur de la
Tronchaie. In his ZLettre Missive, M. Bertrand de-
scribes the conversion of Membertou and his fellow
savages, and speaks with enthusiasm of the new
country: as well he may, for in Volume II. we shall
find Lescarbot testifying that in Paris the worthy
Bertrand was ‘‘ daily tormented by the gout,’’ while
at Port Royal he was ‘‘ entirely free’’ from it.

ITI. Lescarbot’s fervid description of Father
Fléché’s conversions did not succeed in keeping the
Jesuits from New France. The present document is
a letter written at Dieppe, by Father Pierre Biard, of
the Society of Jesus, to his general at Rome, telling
of the adventures which had befallen Father Enne-
mond Massé and himself, since they, the pioneers of
their order in the New World, had been ordered from
France to Port Royal. Certain Huguenot merchants
of Dieppe conspired to prevent the passage of the
Jesuits to America; but finally the queen and other
court ladies, favoring the missionaries, purchased con-
trol of the Huguenots’ ship and cargo, and the exult-
ant fathers are now on the eve of sailing.



